Dear Members,

It is my pleasure to once again be tasked with providing an update to our members in preparation for our annual general meeting.
Whilst the Club constantly faces numerous challenges you will see the position of the Club from membership, participation and our financial standpoint is exceptionally strong. Since the challenges we faced after covid we have managed to get our membership base at a consistent 250 plus members and growing, improved our participation and as you can see continued to be able to contribute to charity whilst also contributing to our members whilst our course is closed each year.
To provide some context only 1 other club within the VGL has more members, Sandringham which is a great acknowledgment when only a couple of years ago we had Brighton, Camberwell, Growling Frog and Craigieburn ahead of us.
Participation is improving across all of our competitions as well as other outside events that Lakeside always contributes to in a large way. We put forward 6 Pennant teams this year with the Club earning 3 flags and I thank all of our Managers and Captains for their efforts. A special thank you and congratulations to Sam Morrissey and the Scratch team on there Flag, it has been a monumental effort to rebuild not just the players but also the comradery of the team and it was a very special win for the Club and I know one that will set us back up for success in the Future.
Whilst further challenges do await us with recent passing of legislation extending our Grand Prix closure, please be rest assured that the committee is as up to date as is possible and will do everything it can to ensure that our golfers have a competition each week should we be affected even more than we are now.
None of this takes place without the enormous work of people behind the scenes that contributes to ensuring our members have a place to play each week and continue the legacy that has been created of a very special club that we are all members of.
I have been very blessed to have an exceptional team of people that assist in a myriad of ways to keep the Club running and I ask all members in their own way to thank the committee for their tireless work.
Sally Deserio our Lady Captain and Vice President is stepping down after 5 amazing years of leadership. Our ladies continue to be an inspiration for us all not only winning again another Pennant Flag but also competing in numerous competitions throughout year always performing well above their weight. I ask all members to thank Sally for all that she has contributed to our Club and although she will be missed, I am also excited to welcome Judy Elliott into the role, and I look forward to her contribution over the next 12 months.
Chris Philpott our Club Captain has continued to be an outstanding leader for the club, he is the embodiment of Lakeside and not only ensures that our competitions run each week, but his representation and reputation ensure that we are respected no matter where we travel.
I would like to also sincerely thank Mike Davis for his work as treasurer, the clubs finances are in exceptional condition in it is in a large part to the work that Mike undertakes. The committee and the club understand exactly the Clubs financial position at all times and we owe a great deal of gratitude to the work that Mike continues to undertake.
Richard Prydl has continued to do an amazing job bringing on new members, Richard took over the role after Covid and has been a driving force in renewing our membership numbers and every time we see a new face at the club it is because of the work that Richard has put in and we should all be very thankful for his efforts.
Our secretary’s role has continued to be run very well by Cam Smith, even after welcoming his new son Cam has continued to an outstanding job in offering his time to the role even though we may not always see him at the course. It is one of the great things about our club in that our members whilst not always being able to play continue to play in important role in keeping the club running.
We undertook what was one of the largest changes in Handicapping within Australia with Golf Australia changing to MyGolf. Although we had a couple of weeks as all clubs did without scores being posted our members were hardly affected and this is due the important and tireless work Peter Wilkie did as out Handicapper in making this happen. The club also supports numerous charity days as well as a Seniors PGA event each year and Peter is always on hand to support the club and the course in the running of these competitions.
Tony Fato and Yogi Palmer have been both valuable additions to the committee and it has been great to see our first Poker Night run by Tony being a success and I thank both of them for there efforts made over the last 12 months.
Although I have a title that says President in reality Don Read contributes more to the club on a weekly basis then I could ever try to compete with. He has continued year on year to be one of our mainstays with not just the running of the Midweek competition, Marysville and what marks as this years 25th Murray Trip but also providing myself and the committee with his years of experience and expertise Lakeside Golf Club is well and truly blessed to have Don Read.
I would also like to thank Sam and his team from Albert Park Golf  Course, the course is improving and will only continue to improve as Sam and Mod continue the course upgrades with our full support. We as a club have also over the last few year continued to improve and do everything possible in our relationship with the course to ensure that our members interests are looked after and I thank Sam and his entire team for assisting us this year.
Lastly, I wish to thank you the members of Lakeside Golf Club as it is our members that make our club what it is today. Our club is over 75 years old and is still running strong and that is because of the efforts of all our members to not only assist when they are asked but also to provide an environment that new members join and become part of our family.
Thank you
Christian Numa
President
Lakeside Golf Club










